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VISION OF THE CLIMATE CHANGE COMMISSION

We are committed to leading a fair and 
equitable transition that ensures a 

thriving, climate-resilient, low emissions 
Aotearoa for current and future 

generations.



OUR ADVICE

Our adviceprovides Aotearoa with a comprehensive strategy for 
tackling climate change.

FOUR AREAS:

Å Level of the first three emissions budgets from 2022-2035.

Å 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 9Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ wŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴΦ

Å /ƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴŎȅ ƻŦ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ b5/ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ōŜƭƻǿ мΦр ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǊƳƛƴƎΦ

Å Eventual reductions in biogenic methane which might be required.
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International targets
2020 Net emissions 5% below 1990 gross emission levels

2030 NDC Net emissions 30% below 2005 gross emission levels (11% below 1990) 

Domestic targets
2030 Biogenic methane: at least 10% below 2005 emission levels

2050 Biogenic methane: at least 24-47% below 2005 emission levels

All other GHGs: Net zero



ANALYTICAL APPROACH + HE ARA WAIORA 2.0
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THE BIG DECISIONS 

1. The pace of the transition, by sector and by greenhouse gas.

2. WhetherǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘΦ

оΦ Iƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŜ 9¢{ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ Φ

4. The role of removals in the transition.

рΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ƻŦŦǎƘƻǊŜ ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ Φ

сΦ ²Ƙŀǘ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜΦ



PROPOSED EMISSIONS BUDGETS

Our proposed emissions budgets ςgrey isemissions oflong-
lived gases;orange is biogenic methane emissions.



OUR PATH TO THE 2050 TARGETS

Figure 1: How our path to 2035 would reduce emissions of long-lived gases (left figure) and biogenic methane (right figure) 
compared with current policies and put Aotearoa on track to meeting its emissions targets.



OUR PATH: BREAKDOWN BY GAS

Figure 2: How our path would reduce emissions across all sectors by 2035. 
Note long-lived gases from agriculture are mainly nitrous oxide and some carbon dioxide.



AGRICULTURE & FORESTRY

Å A cohesive strategy should address water, 
biodiversity and climate. 

Å A long-term plan is needed fortargeted R&D to 
reduceemissions from agriculture.

Å There are changes farmers can make now to reduce 
emissions on their farms while maintaining, or even 
improving, productivity. This includes reducing 
animal numbers and better animal, pasture and 
feed management. Policy support is needed to 
make this happen.

Å Forests need to be managed to provide a long-term 
sink, with particular focus on increasing permanent 
native forest. 



HEAT, INDUSTRY, POWER

Å To transition away from fossil fuels, we need a 
long-term national energy strategy, including a 
target of 60% renewable energy (compared to 40% 
today) by 2035.

Å The homes, buildings and infrastructure we build 
now will still be here in 2050. This means 
investment decisions now need to factor in their 
impact on climate change and co-benefits.

Å In the long term, we will need to reduce how much 
gas we use in homes and businesses.



TRANSPORT

Å An integratednational transport networkshouldbe 
developedto reduce travel by private car.There 
needs to be much morewalking, cyclinganduse 
of public andshared transport.

Å Electric vehiclesare keyand need to be widely 
adopted.Most new light vehicles entering the fleet 
will need to be electric before 2035. The 
government will need to provide support policies 
and incentives to make this happen.

Å Use of low carbon fuels, such as biofuelsand 
hydrogen,needs to increase, particularly 
in heavytrucks,trains, plane,and ships.


